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On Thoughts of Zhuge Liang’s Family Motto and Its Influence

YAN Xu-rui's, DU Hua®

(1. College of Literature and LLaw, China University of Mining and Technology, Xuzhou, Jiangsu, 221116, PRC;
2. Students’ Ideological and Political Education Research Center, Beijing Jiaotong University, Beijing, 100044, PRC)

[Abstract] Zhuge Liang’s Jiezishu and Jiewaishengshu epitomize the family motto of “being indifferent
for one’s ambition, and being quiet for going far.” He encouraged young people to have aspirations, and
advocated “cultivating virtue through practicing thriftily” “learning to broaden one’s knowledge”. He
hoped his students could become the national talents as to bring comfort to the common people by
improving ability through careful study and extensive investigation. Zhuge Liang’s family motto is the
sublimation of valuable life experience and is respected by the later generations, which becomes the
guiding ideology of the emperors and scholars for educating their children, and has a great significance on
the Chinese who face the survival dilemma.
[Key words] Zhuge Liang; thoughts of family motto; modern value
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