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A Preliminary Study on the Motivation of Compiling Zhuge’ s Anthology

in the Western Jin Dynasty

LI Chun+iao
( Zhuge Liang Research Center of Sichuan Province Chengdu 610031 China)

Abstract: Zhuge’ s Anthology compiled by Chen Shou is an important part of the cultural construction project of the
Western Jin dynasty. This paper probes into the situation that the central government of the Western Jin dynasty at-
taches great importance to this project makes prudent decisions makes careful arrangements and is responsible for
its implementation. Furthermore it probes into the four main reasons for the implementation of this cultural project
by the court of the Western Jin dynasty which are as follows: 1. winning the hearts of the people and stabilizing Shu
Han to Start the psychological warfare to destroy Wu; 2. setting the tone of the domestic evaluation of Zhuge Liang
for the realization of a unified political goal by stabilizing Shu and destroying Wu; 3. assisting governance to create
the future with historical experiences and lessons; 4. collating and preserving the excellent heritage of ancient books
and documents. To be sure the compilation of Zhuge’ s Anthology in the Western Jin dynasty is not only a simple
arrangement of ancient books but also a multiple consideration of its realistic political needs and protection of the
cultural heritage of ancient books which cannot be compared with the arrangement of many other ancient books at
that time.
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