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An Elementary Exploration on the merits and demerits for the Japanese translation edition with the
Chinese modern translation edition of “The Records of the Three Kingdoms”

Ni Yong-ming
(Chinese Department Of Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: As the globalization times going on, Now the study field has been paying more and more
attention to the works of noting and translating of the Chinese classic famous books. As far as “The
Records of the Three kingdoms”, there are at least ten editions of modern Chinese and foreign language
translation in the recent twenty years. Yet some translators were careless of noting and explaining the texts
of “The Records of the Three Kingdoms”, so that there are some errors in their translations. Japanese
scholar Imataka Makoto and other two scholars had translated “The Records of the Three Kingdoms” into
Japanese, including the notes of Pei songzhi, and named it “The Orthodox Records of Three Kingdoms.”
Such merits make the Japanese version exceed the Chinese modern translation editions much. This paper
preliminary compares the Japanese translation edition with the Chinese translation edition. Merits and
demerits were enumerated from language and original text. So we should attach importance to the leanings
communications between Sino-Japanese in works of the modern translations of the Chinese classic famous
books.

Keywords: The Records of the Three Kingdoms; Japanese translation edition; Chinese modemn

translation edition; error translation
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