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The Battle of Yiling between the Kingdoms of Wu and Shu
Zhu Shaohou
( School of History and Culture Henan University Kaifeng Henan 475001)

Abstract: In May of the 1st year of Shu Kingdom’ s Zhangwu ( 221 AD) with in one month after he proclaimed himself
emperor Liu Bei decided to confront the Kingdom of Wu to avenge Guan Yu. The officials and officers in Shu all agreed that
they were too pressed for time and that it was not advisory to fight Wu since their main rival was Wei. But Liu would not lis—
ten and he led a force of 40 thousand soldiers to undertake a personal expedition. During the expedition instead of advan—
cing by both land and water to catch their enemies unprepared Liu’ s troops abandoned their ships in Yiling. They landed
and set up camps along the 700i river bank to be at loggerheads with Wu. Lu Xun Wu’ s army commander waited patiently
for his opportunity without fighting. Six months later assuming that Liu’ s troops were not prepared for fighting and that their
morale was lowering Lu delivered a fire attack. Liu’ s camps were burned military supplies and equipment lost. Liu flurried
back to Baidicheng and died soon after. When Zhuge Liang came in control he was well aware of the importance of combi—
ning Wu against Cao and sent envoys to Wu. The Wu-Shu Alliance was recovered which created a favorable opportunity for
Shu to develop the southwest regions and Wu to exploit the lower reaches of the Changjiang River. The period of the Three
Kingdoms thus lasted for more than 40 years.
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