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Causes of the Victory or Failure of the Guandu War and the Battle of Chibi
ZHU Shao-hou
(School of History and Culture, Henan University, Kaifeng 475001, Henan, China)

Abstract : Guandu War and the Battle of Chibi are two typical battles in the Eastern Han Dynasty in which the weak won over
the strong, countries with fewer troops won those with more troops. The former helped Caocao to unify the north and the
latter laid the foundation for the formation of the Three Kingdoms. Four inspirations can be learned from their experiences and
lessons. The first is the intelligence and talents of the commanders which usually play the decisive role of the war; the second
is that the stronger cannot underestimate the enemy. Otherwise the weaker party can avoid a direct fight with the resourceful
enemy force and situation will be reversed; the third factor is the unity within each party of the battle; the fourth is the
successful use of fire attack tactics in the history of the cold weapon war period.

Key words : Guandu War; the Battle of Chibi; David and Goliath situation; Caocao; fire attack
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