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On the Turn of Unification Situation after Historic Yiling Battle

— The Fall of Respective Strategic Plans of Shu-Han Kingdom and Sun-Wu Kingdom
YAN Peng
( Collage of History and Culture, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006, China)

Abstract: In the fifth year of Jian’an Period, Emperor Xian of Han Dynasty ( A. D. 200) , Lu Su proposed to his
king, Sun Quan, the strategic plan of “possessing the Yangtze River area by its natural chasm”. Afterwzrds,
generals Gan Ning, Zhou Yu, and Lu Meng referred to their plans similar to this one. In this plan, the military
deployment of Sun-Wu Kingdom should be along the Yangize River bank. On another side, in the “Longzhong
Strategy” offered to King Liu Bei by Zhuge Liang, the strategic plan was that, taking Xiangyang as the center, they
could attack the enemy from two directions through Jing and Yi. In the second year of Zhangwu Period, Shu-Han
Kingdom, King Liu Bei suffered a defeat in Yiling battle, thus the endeavor of recapturing Jingzhou ended in
failure. After General Huang Quan surrendered to Wei Kingdom, the confrontation center between Shu and Wu
kingdoms then moved from Jingzhou to Yongan. Previously, in the first year of Huangchu Period, Emperor Wen of
Han Dynasty (A. D. 220) , generals Meng Da, Shen Dan, and Shen Yi of Shu-Han Kingdom surrendered to Wei
Kingdom. Cao-Wei Kingdom then established a new city to manage Fangling, Shangyong and Weixing counties,
which marked the fall of their strategic plans by Shu-Han and Sun-Wu. They both lost the possibility of unifying
north China, and the situation of confrontation by three kingdoms thus ended. At the time, the unification endeavor
of the whole country could only be made by Cao-Wei Kingdom ruled by Sima Family from the Western Jin Dynasty.
Key words: Yiling Battle; Shu Kingdom; Wu Kingdom; Wei Kingdom; strategic plans; unification



