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[ZREHE TEHE]

On the Impact of Rites on Law from the Revenge Phenomena
during the Period of Weli, Jin, Northern and Southern Dynasties

LIANG Man—cang
(Institute of History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: Revenge is often a recurring phenomenon in ancient Chinese society, the decree about pro-
hibition of revenge has a process of establishment in Qin and Han Dynasty. Based on the document
recorded, there is no decree about prohibition of revenge in Qin Dynasty, and at the end of Qin Dy-
nasty the law of kill and pay with one’s life exists in name only. Although this condition has
changed until the waning days of the Western Han Dynasty, Emperor Zhang after Emperor Ming
again implements the Qing Wu Law, so revenge phenomena have not been effectively curbed. Re-
venge is prohibited by official order in Wei, Jin, Northern and Southern Dynasties, so in the docu-
ment recorded the revenge events are much fewer than those in Qin and Han Dynasties. This situa-
tion has emerged, and an extremely important reason is the change of ritual and the impact of rites
on law. Combining rites with law makes the law during the period of the Wei, Jin, Northern and
Southern Dynasties be particular about “reason”, paying attention to life, moderating law, advocating
moral and not advocating law, which are all filled with the spirit of “rites”. In that combination, the
impact of rites on law has a positive side which is also inconvenient. Under the influence of rites,
dourness and severe law have humanity of respecting life, and the soul of emotion and reason has
been put into rigid decree. So the law not only could punish and stop the evil, but also have the
function of morality advocating, and then improve the efficiency of service for national politics.

Key words: revenge; combining rites with law; morality; law
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